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bereavement. " You have nothing but misfortunes of your
friends to lament/5 he says. "If it would not sound
ridiculously, though, I assure you, I am far from feeling it
lightly, I would tell you of poor Patapan's death: he died
about ten days ago/'
Before that there had been hardly a letter to Mann without
mention of " his Patapanic Majesty " or the like : after this
reticent epitaph, not another word. Walpole was notably
constant in his devotion to the creatures with which he sur-
rounded himself; and he never came to feel the parting
lightly when their days were numbered, nor could he ever
bring himself to quicken die end. Madame du Deffand
knew well what she was doing when she left him, in his old
age, the care of her cross and pampered Tonton, who bit
everybody, including Horace Walpole himself.